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THE NEUTRAL VOTE AND THE CHICAGO ELECTION 


By George Sylvester Viereck 


Tee Chicago Election is a memento mori for 
the Wilson Administration. The country has 
reached the end of its patience with the weak-kneed 
sophist in the White House and his preposterous 
Secretary of State. We cannot reverse the policies 
of the spineless “statesmen” whose subservience to 
cowardice and greed makes us ashamed of being 
Americans, but we can punish them at the polls. 
The resentment against the Administration, strong 
in every section of the country, is most clearly 
defined among Americans of foreign descent. The 
recent full-page appeal signed by the editors of 
Publications in many alien tongues that are spoken 
in our country side by side with the English lang- 
uage, French, Swedish, Polish, Russian and Italian, 
demonstrates that the severe condemnation of the 
attitude of the Wilson Administration on the sub- 
ject of the export of arms is not confined to its Ger- 
man and Irish opponents. Those of us who have 
mastered two tongues and whose horizon stretches 
beyond the confines of the United States realize 
more fully than others that the way of the Wilson 
Administration is the way of ruin. 3 

The dum-dum bullets manufactured in this coun- 
try for Great Britain and France with the acquies- 
cence of the Wilson Administration will leave a 
deadly scar in the memory of Europe for many years 
after the war. For the sake of momentary gain to 
gun makers and a commission of fifteen per cent. on 
all purchases for the house of J. Pierpont Morgan, 
we sacrifice the business good will of one hundred 
million people. The Dupont powder mills may 
double their earnings, but we shall earn the undying 
resentment of the Central Powers and the contempt 
of the Allies. Bethlehem Steel may sky-rocket in 
the stock market, but what will that avail four hun- 
dred thousand workers in our silk mills whose i 
dustry will shortly be paralyzed for lack of dye- 
stuffs? The increased profits of the Winchester 
Arms Company will not compensate the American 
farmer for the lack of potash. 

We have brought all this upon ourselves. An em- 
bargo on arms or an order closing the ports of the 
United States to the ships of every nation that re- 
fuses to abide by the Declaration of London would 
have secured for us now and for all time the free- 
dom of the seas. The threatened impoverishment of 
our own citizens and the deaths of hundreds of thou- 
Sands of our brothers abroad must be laid straight 
at the door of President Wilson. He alone is re- 
Sponsible if the world suffers a relapse into Barbar- 


ism. Since we have failed to keep the seas open, as 
we could have done if President Wilson had whis- 
pered but one word into the ear of Sir Cecil Spring- 
Rice, each nation henceforth must make itself inde- 
pendent of every other nation. Each country must 
multiply its industrial defenses and foster new in- 
dustries to take the place of raw material that could 
have been imported from the United States before 
the United States had sunk to the level of a second 
rate power in the council of nations. A Chinese 
wall will arise around the various States of Europe. 
It will shut out our goods. It will also shut out the 
hope of brotherhood and good will among nations. 

The recent note of the German Government points 
cut our complete diplomatic failure in our relations 
with Great Britain. The apathy of the State De- 
partment where American rights are considered 
stops little short of treason. Even if the American 
people were to tolerate Mr. Bryan's masterly inac- 
tivity, the Teutonic Allies have a right to complain. 
For we cannot surrender our own rights without also 
affecting the rights of others. We should have ex- 
hausted every means short of war to exert pressure 
upon Great Britain. Our notes to Great Britain 
read as though they were written by the British Am- 
bassador. The criminal incompetence of our State 
Department has made us the passive ally of the 
enemies of the Teuton. We insist upon the exporta- 
tion of arms but we fail to insist with equal force 
upon right to export the products of peace. A per- 
fectly neutral attitude would compel us to lay an 
embargo on implements of murder, but to ship food 
to the women and children of Germany, even if it 
should become necessary to protect our merchantmen 
with a squadron of warships. That would be in ac- 
cordance with the American ideal of civilization. 
But Germany does not ask us to live up to our ideals. 
She merely demands fair play. German men are will- 
ing to die from American bullets, so long as we do 
not aid England in starving their wives and their 
children. ‘women are willing to feel the 
pinch of starvation, so long as we do not ship bul- 
lets to kill their men. But the German nation is 
justly indignant, if we insist upon both murdering 
their men and starving their women and children. 

Not content with this, we make our harbors bases 
of supplies for British warships. Our flagrant 
breaches of neutrality culminating in what the Ger- 
man Government has characterized as an “attack” on 
a German ship, necessarily strain our relations with 
Germany to the breaking point. If we continue in 
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this policy, our attitude may lead to a complete dip- 
lomatic rupture. No one would regret such a thing 
more than the Americans of German descent, but it 
is not the primary reason for our dissatisfaction. 
Our chief count against the Wilson Administration 
is that its acts, no matter what technical defense may 
be made for them, constitute a menace to the pros- 
perity of the United States and a source of poignant 
humiliation to all Americans who place the honor 
of their country above the profits of Mr. Morgan. 

This may seem a lengthy preamble to a discussion 
of the Chicago Election, but it is necessary to ob- 
tain a clear picture of the attitude of the Ger- 
man-Americans toward 
the Administration. 
Much has been made by 
the Belgian, British and 
Russian press organs in 
New York City of the 
defeat of Sweitzer, an 
American of Irish and 
German affiliations. Mr. 
Sweitzer labored under 
several disadvantages. 
Religious and racial is- 
sues were raised against 
him by unscrupulous op- 
ponents, He might have 
overcome that obstacle 
if his allegiance to the 
party of Woodrow Wil- 
son had not hung about 
his neck like the old 
man from the sea. In 
the Democratic prima- 
ries Sweitzer won out 
casily over his rivals be- 
cause he had the support 
of the German-Ameri- 
cans. Other things be- 
ing equal, the German- 
Americans undoubtedly 
prefer to vote for a man 
of their own extraction. 
But Mr. Sweitzer ran on, 
a ticket that bears the 
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his own predilections. The German-American can- 
not be persuaded to vote for Wilson or any one 
tainted even remotely with Wilsonism, not because 
he believes that Wilson is anti-German, but because 
he is certain that Wilson is acting against the best 
interests of the United States. The Democratic 
party has no chance in the national election unless 
it first throws Wilson overboard. Even if the Ger- 
man-Americans were to vote for him, there would 
be enough patriotic Americans of other than German 
forebears, to bury his political hopes forever. 

‘Let no Democratic politician imagine that he can 
fool more than a handful of German-Americans, if 
he nominates a few men 
with German names. 
Even if Mr. Wilson 
promised to make Her- 
man Ridder his Secre- 
tary of State; Richard 
Bartholdt, Secretary of 
War; Dr. C. J. Hexamer, 
Secretary of the Navy; 
if he were to find room 
in his cabinet for the 
editors of The Father- 
land and the contem- 
plated pro-German daily, 
he would still fail to re- 
ceive the German vote. 
Even if Mr. Wilson 
pledged himself to name 
all his Ambassadors 
from a joint list pre- 
pared by the Deutsche 
Kriegerbundand the Irish 
Societies, the German- 
American vote would go, 
not to him, but to the 
best man—and Woodrow 
Wilson, judged by his 
record in Mexico and in 
the present crisis, is the 
worst possible man for 
the job, The German- 
American vote cannot be 
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opponent, the vast ma- 
jority of German-Amer- 
icans voted the Republi- 
can ticket. In so regis- 
tering their votes they had the pleasure of elevating 
Mr. Sergel, a German-American, to a high office on 
the same ticket with Thompson, the Mayor-Elect. 
One of the most important German papers in Chi- 
cago had fought Sweitzer tooth and nail from the 
very beginning. The circular adorned with the pic- 
ture of the Kaiser, said to have been issued by Ger- 
man-Americans in support of Sweitzer, was either a 
trap sprung upon the politically unwary or, more 
likely, a deliberate fake. 

We must attribute enough intelligence to the 
German voters in Chicago to discern that the Mayor 
of Chicago is not the President of the United States. 
As a matter of fact no one would resent the injec- 
tion of the Kaiser into American politics more than 
the German-Americans. The man - American 
voter places the welfare of the United States above 


Free and Indej 


Crown... 


ndent; that they are ab- 
solved from all allegiance to the British 


for offices than for prin- 
ciples, Dr. C. J, Hexa- 
mer, President of the 
; National German-Ameri- 
can Alliance, would be to-day Governor of Pennsyl- 
vania and Herman Ridder Ambassador to the Court 
of Berlin. The motives of these German-American 
leaders are purely unselfish. President Wilson and 
William Jennings Bryan might well turn to them 
for a lesson in American patriotism. There is no 
hope for President Wilson, unless he manifests @ 
complete change of heart. Deeds, not words, may 
win back the confidence of German-Americans. They 
care not a rap for sophistries justifying our abetment 
of murder or sham protestations of neutrality. They 
Suspect that the same sinister influences which shape 
our commercial life dominate the foreign policy of 
the United States under Woodrow Wilson. They are 
convinced that the Wilson Administration, after a 
brief show of fight, has abjectly surrendered to the 
Money Trust impersonated in J. Pierpont Morgan. 
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We Are Exposed— German Reign of Terror in the United States—That Bad, Bad 
Man, Dr. Dernburg 
(The following article, reprinted with a few abbreviations, from the March number of the National Review, of London, is 
a somewhat noive aitempl to expose the so-called "German propaganda" in the United States. There is so much that is news to 
us in this remarkable document that we cannot deprive our readers of its perusal, We presume that the Nationa Review is the 
source from which our esteemed Ex-President, Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, obtains his grotesque information on the activities of 


“hyphenated” Americans. 


In one respect, however, the author of the article is right: The United States is not yet an English 


province in spite of the Washington clique that is betraying our interests into the hands of Great Britain. The New York news- 
papers and the Administration, both dominated by the Morgan interests, are not representative of American sentiment. In spite of 
his absurd exaggerations, “Watchman” has a clearer conception of certain aspects of public opinion in the United States than 


Mr. Woodrow Wilson and his Secretary of State.) 


TT HE German merace which dragged Europe into the present 

isastrous war has now become a serious problem in the 
United States. For months past stupendous efforts have been 
made to turn American public opinion against the Allies and 
even to force her into alliance with Germany. ‘To this end there 
has been incessant work on the part of Count Von Bernstorff, the 
German Ambassador at Washington, aided by all the power of 
the German secret service bund with its legions of secret agents, 
and backed by millions of German sympathizers in all parts of 
America, 

Nor has this German intrigue been so fruitless as optimistic 
Englishmen prefer to believe. In fact, ample evidence exists 
that American public opinion, which at first was strongly in 
favor of the Allies, is now beginning to change. The current of 
sympathy for the German cause is making itself felt in every 
direction and especially in the Western States, where the Ger- 
man element is an important factor in the population. 

Germans are renowned for their thoroughness and however 
much they may have failed in some respects, they have con- 
ducted their offensive movements in the United States with 
some success, 

No sooner had the war begun than a committee or “bund” 
was organized under the direction of the German Ambassador. 
With large funds at its disposal, the “bind” meets in New 
York every week, and superintends a farge amount of secret 
service work in which some Americans, who would naturally 
be above suspicion, are taking an active part. With bona-fide 
Passports, they travel back and forth between this country and 
Europe, engaged on important missions, The motto of the 
“bund,” in plain language, is “Anything to smash England.” 

For months past the “bund” has been working strenuously 
to cause friction between England and the United States, and 
has brought tremendous pressure on Senators and members of 
Congress, who have been urged to insist upon satisfaction being 
obtained for alleged insults to the American flag in connection 
with the shipping seizures So far President Wilson has not 
capitulated to these restless elements, despite the pressure of 
German emissaries and the “German vote.” But the situation 
daily becomes more critical, and anything might create a dan- 
gerous situation, 3 

Not only are German-Americans throughout the United States 
giving active support to this and other pro-German movements, 
but they are sending large contributions to the various German 
funds, for publicity and secret service work in this country and 
general relief in Germany. The German-American Chamber of 
Commerce (New York) is in direct communication with the 
German commercial organizations in South America, and these 
bodies have constituted themselves as direcors of Sammie 
system of espion Tt is said, in fact, that it was owing 
information sent by them to the German warships that Admiral 
Cradock's squadron met with defeat off the Chilian coast, the 
disastrous effect of which has, however, been more than effaced 
by Admiral Sturdee’s brilliant achievement. tun 

For over three months I have been making a careful investi- 
Ration of German intrigues in the United States, and to-day I 


am astounded at their numerous ramifications. The Germans, 
apparently, have overlooked nothing that will help in influencing 
American public opinion and changing this country from a 
neutral power into one that is directly or indirectly active in 
support of Germany. The extent to which the German publicity 
campaign has been carried out cannot be imagined in England, 
and cven here comparatively few people have any idea of what 
has been accomplished. 

Soon after the war began, a well-managed Publicity Bureau 
was started in New York with branches in all the other large 
American cities, for the purpose of circulating literature full 
of praise for Germany, and asserting two leading principles: 
(1) that Germany was forced into the war by jealous encmies, 
and most especially by England; (2) that Germany is fighting 
for liberty against the great Powers of Europe just as the 
American Colonies once fought against the tyrannies of Great 
Britain. The Kaiser is likened to George Washington. 

As soon as the Publicity Bureau was started, a corps of public 
speakers and writers headed by Herr Dernburg, came over from 
Berlin, and since then they have taken part in a vigorous cam- 
paign—anti-British, anti-French, and anti-Russian They have 
trayeled far and wide, lecturing and writing to the newspapers 
in behalf of the German cause. 

The next move was to win over the Irish irreconcilables, who 
still form a powerful element in the United States, Substantial 
inducements caused two leading Irish newspapers to form an 
alliance with the Germans, and through these papers certain 
Irish organizations, such as the Clan-na-gael, and the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians were persuaded to give their support. 

At the same time co-operation was obtained from the German- 
American Alliance, and German, Austrian and Hungarian social 
organizations, religious associations and other bodies, all over 
the United States, with tens of thousands of members, In New 
York a paper, Tue Farmann, which is helping to unite the 
German-Americans, socially and politically, has already attained 
a circulation of three hundred thousand weekly. Even the 
Church has been dragged into the campaign, and all over the 
country pastors of the Lutheran churches have been induced to 
give their support to the German cause, 

‘When the publicity campaign was in full swing, the next move 
was to influence Congress and the State Department through 
the medium of the “German vote,” with its leaven of Irish sup- 
porters. Congressional representatives and senators were liter- 
ally bombarded with pamphlets and letters urging them to use 
their influence on behalf of Germany—"that brave country now 
battling—as our American forefathers did—for the liberties of 
the world.” Between the lines they were threatened with being 
ousted from office if they remained passive. 

During a recent tour through the Western States I had an 
opportunity of meeting public men and newspaper proprietors, 
and almost without exception I found that they were feeling the 
strain of this pro-German movement. None of them dared to 
express open sympathy for the cause of the Allies, although 
many of them were in favor of it 
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Members of State Legislatures and Congressional representa- 
tives know the power of the German vote only too well, and 
act accordingly. When they are urged to take some aggressive 
step in behalf of the German cause they dare not refuse, and 
this explains why Messrs. Mann, Bartholit, Vollmer, and other 
members of Congress—representing important Germaa-Ameri- 
can constituencies—have taken a foremost part in protesting 
against British interference with American shipping, and have 
tried in other ways to foment trouble between this country and 
Britain. In these anti-British moves the Irish irreconcilables 
have sided with the Germans. 

Not only has great pressure been brought to bear through the 
medium of the “German vote.” but also by means of the Ger- 
man advertiser. In many American towns the principal adver- 
tisers are either Germans or German Jews, and no newspaper 
proprietor, of course, would be so foolish as to offend 
patrons by expressing views that would cause them to stop their 
advertising. In such cases the newspaper-owners have been 
diplomatically informed that if they venture to uphold the cause 
of the Allies they are likely to lose advertising patronage. 

In a Western town that I visited the owner of the leading 
local newspaper remarked: “There are five important adver- 
tisers in this place and four of them are German Jews, all 
heartily in sympathy with the Kaiser. It would be ruinous to 
offend them. Almost daily I receive a batch of ‘copy’ from the 
Publicity Bureau, all of it ‘boosting’ the German cause and 
denouncing the Allies generally, and England especially. Some 
of this stuff must be inserted in the paper, and occasionally we 
have to print an editorial expressing sympathy for the Father- 
land. A newspaper, of course, is a business proposition and one 
in which personal convictions cannot enter in such times as 
these.” 


Another way in which the Publicity Bureau seeks to influence 
American opinion is by means of letters to newspapers. All 
over the United States young men and women with German 
sympathies have been enlisted in this movement. Almost daily 
they write letters to the papers in favor of the Fatherland. 
Letters upholding the cause of the Allies are answered promptly 
and most vindictively by these literary volunteers. In many 
instances they use fictitious names with a strong American 
flavor, such as “An indignant American,” or “A Yankee of the 
old Stock.” England is the especial object of their venom. 


‘The Germans have made a scientific study of publicity and 
are strong believers in what they term “the psychology of 
crowds” They believe, in short, that a few enthusiasts in any 
public assemblage can influence hundreds provided they only 
make themselves heard and are sufficiently enthusiastic. Since 
the war began this idea has been systematically put into prac- 
tice. German emissaries, for example, constantly hang about 
the newspaper bulletin stations and lecture the crowds that 
gather at these places. 


In New York an old woman in deep mourning is always to 
be seen whenever important news of a German victory or defeat 
is posted up. She weeps copiously. “Ach, mein Gott!” she 
exclaims loudly, "Lieber Wilhelm, der goot Emperor. Ach, 
mein Vaterland!" When the crowd is sufficiently interested, 
she sobs out that the Germans are fighting for freedom; that 
perfidious England caused the war to ruin German trade; that 
the Germans were forced to fight their way through the treach- 
erous Belgians to get at the degenerate French. Strangely 
enough, there is always some man ready on the spot to side 
with the old woman. “The old girl's got the right dope," he 
remarks loudly. “It's a shame how those big, hulking European 
Powers have pitched into little Germany, just like a lot of cow- 
ardly bullies. I'd just like to see this country take a hand in 
helping Germany to whip the stuffing out of them, especially 
England. I ain't got any use for the Johns. You all know 
England's never been any friend of this country" The German 


sympathizers in the crowd applaud these remarks and sometimes 
raise a cheer. 

Even at the moving-picture shows it is impossible to escape 
from the Germans. Recently I was at one of the large New 
York picture palaces, when an announcement was flashed on the 
screen to the effect that some war pictures were to be shown, 
but in accordance with President Wilson's proclamation of 
neutrality, the audience was requested not to applaud or make 
any demonstration of disapproval. The pictures of the Allies, 
with marching Englishmen, Frenchmen and Belgians, were 
watched in silence, but when a picture showed the Kaiser re- 
viewing his troops a voice was instantly raised, “Good for the 
Germans; they're the right stuff,” followed by applause. The 
whole thing had the appearance of being an organized claque, 
which it undoubtedly was. It is easy to understand how such 
demonstrations, repeated in hundreds of moving-picture shows, 
must influence a certain proportion of the people who know 
little about the real history of the war. 

Not long ago I was impressed by a further example of Ger- 
man thoroughness. At a large entertainment, attended by hun- 
dreds of people a woman sang a sloppy, popular song, now 
much in favor in this country—"I didn’t raise my boy to be a 
soldier.” When the song was finished, a German-American rose 
and said, “I think we all agree with the sentiment expressed in 
that song; and I also think we can show our disapproval of the 
country that caused the present terrible war, which we all know 
was England.” The German-Americans present were vociferous 
in their applause and groans, 

English people seem utterly unable to understand the impor- 
tance of the German element in the United States. At the pres- 
ent time there are nearly three million native-born Germans in 
the United States, and fully two million Austro-Hungarians. In 
England, the German residents—even when naturalized—are @ 
people apart. In this cosmopolitan country, however, the Ger- 
man citizen is not regarded as an outsider even by Americans 
of long native descent. In the United States, moreover, there 
‘has been so much intermarriage between all races that more than 
a third of the population have large traces of German blood. 
It is also quite common for an American to have such an Eng- 
lish name as Jones, Brown or Robinson, and yet be possessed 
of strongly anti-English and pro-German views. The reason 
is, in most cases, that he has a German-American mother or 
a German-American wife. 

So vast is the German-American population in the United 
States that there are over six hundred German publications in 
this country—newspapers, magazines, ete—some of them hav- 
ing circulations of over a hundred thousand copies. All these 
are supporting the German cause and exerting a powerful 
influence. 

British influence in this country, on the other hand, is of small 
practical importance. The average Briton who emigrates to the 
United States seldom becomes a naturalized citizen, while the 
German, as soon as he lands, rushes off to the Nat 
Bureau to take out his first papers. The result is that the Ger- 
mans have votes and political influence and the British have not. 
Members of State Legislatures and of Congress stand in awe of 
the German vote, but they care nothing for English opinion 
because there is no English vote. Moreover, the failure of 
Britons to become American citizens has excited a great amount 

feeling on the part of Americans. 

It is undoubtedly true that English attacks on Germany, call- 
ing the Germans “brutal Huns,” and the reports from London 
of German atrocities, have done far more harm than good in 
the United States. Mr. Carnegie recently said: “The Germans 
in this country are an industrious, frugal, honest race, and I 
have known tens of thousands of them. I don't believe half 
the stuff I hear about the cruelties of the Germans in the war 
zone" Americans, who have seen nothing of German militarism 
or atrocities in Belgium, cannot believe that the relatives of 
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their peaceful German-American friends would be guilty of 
barbarities; consequently they are easily convinced that these 
stories are British inventions. In many newspapers stories of 
Belgian atrocities are now openly denied and ridiculed, 

The German cause has also been helped by the majority of 
American newspaper correspondents who have been in the war 
zone. Those who have visited Germany have been received 
with open arms by reception committees, and, to quote the words 
of one of them, they “have had the time of their lives.” They 
have been given every facility for observation, the Kaiser has 
chatted with them, the Crown Prince has flattered them, and 
even the sternest war lord has had something pleasant to say 
about the great American people so closely allied to Germany. 
None of the German royalties or generals have denied the inter- 
views when published; in fact, they have even complimented 
the correspondents on their correct reports. When these cor- 
respondents went to the British lines they had a different story 
to tell, According to their accounts they were snubbed and ill- 
treated, and even in London they were refused admittance to 
public men with whom they tried to have interviews. 

A very bad impression was created in this country when a 
certain celebrated interview with Irvin Cobb, a well-known 
American correspondent, was repudiated, and since then German 
sympathy for Mr. Cobb has been openly profuse. He is now on 
a lecturing tour, and the German-American element has been 
much in evidence at his lectures. In each of his lectures Mr. 
Cobb refers indignantly to this incident, insisting that his report 
was correct in every respect, and his statements are doing much 
towards swelling the number of German sympathizers. 

Professor Kuno Meyer—lately of Liverpool University—who 
is lecturing to Irish audiences and posing as the great exponent 
of Gaelic literature, is also making many converts. He bears a 
Personal message from the Kaiser to the effect that Germany 
has decided, after conquering England, to grant Ireland ,gom- 
plete autonomy as an independent republic. In a recent inter- 
view the professor intimated that the Kaiser had originally in- 
tended to allow King George to retain his throne as a subsidiary 
monarch after the conquest, but oving to British atrocities, 
such as the use of dum-dum bullets, the king would be i 
prisoned for life à la Napoleon. 

The German press work has been so well managed that the 
American people are very largely convinced that the German 
attacks on Scarborough, Hartlepool, and Yarmouth were justi- 
fied: that these places were fortified, and that the English had 
Previously made airship raids on defenseless German towns in 
spite of all protests. a 

Editorials in some New York papers which are pro-British 


are constantly cabled by the correspondents of English news- 
papers. Although pleasant reading for the Allies, they do not 
give a correct idea of American public opinion as a whole. 
While the rank and file of American newspapers are guarded in 
their utterances and try to be neutral, there is an increasing 
number that openly uphold the German cause and publish car- 
toons showing approval of German attacks on England. Even 
the outrages at Yarmouth were made the subject of comic pic- 
tures. An important Western paper had a cartoon of President 
Wilson kicking the British lion off an American ship, and under- 
neath it were the words, “When will he do it?” 

‘The only sovereign remedy for the present unsatisfactory and 
potentially perilous state of things is the speedy and complete 
defeat of Germany on sea and land. Everything should be sub- 
ordinated to this, though it would be as well to avoid "incidents" 
calculated to inflame the excitable, ignorant, and prejudiced 
American masses. Above all should the grotesque suggestion 
be avoided that the United States might conceivably join the 
Allies. People who imagine this can never have been West of 
‘Washington. ‘They have no conception of the Germanization 
of the United States. " 

The Germans are making stupendous efforts, and are spending. 
millions of dollars to drag the United States into the war as an 
ally of the Kaiser. It must also be remembered that the war 
has caused intense suffering in this country. Tt has ruined 
thousands and deprived tens of thousands of employment. 
The American newspapers, it is true, are trying to put 
up a brave bluff, and are asserting that business is im- 
proving: but the fact is that never since the civil war have 
ruin and destitution been so widespread. Suffering as they are, 
it is only natural that the American people should feel vindictive 
over the war, and the Germans are shrewdly taking advantage 
of this. They are persistently calling attention to the fact that 
through English interference American ships have been seized 
and tied up in English harbors, American-born citizens have 
been imprisoned, and American industries have been crippled, 
while every day new articles are put on the list of contraband, 
thereby ruining American trade, England, the Germans say, is 
trying to ruin the United States as England plotted to ruin Ger- 
many. Therefore, they are urging the American people to re- 
taliate against England, the common enemy. 

With so much destitution and suffering in this country it is 
not surprising that their arguments do not fall upon deaf ears, 
and that a large body of American public opinion is gradually 
swerving to the German side, a fact of serious concern for all 
who are anxious for the harmony of the English-speaking 
world, ‘Warcamay, 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE UNION 


"THE American Independence Union, which was founded at 
-E Washington on January 30 last to prepare the way for a 
general organization of those who oppose the present policies 
of this government on the European question, has not been idle. 
The executive committee has been in session every week to out- 
line a scheme of nation-wide organization, and has published 
in small pamphlet form a rousing exposition of the plans and 
appeal to all sympathizers with the cause of fair play and ab- 
solute neutrality. The committee has perfected its working 
staff by electing Dr. Thomas C. Hall, Vice-President; Mr. A. P. 
Moore, publisher and editor of the Pittsburgh Leader, Secre- 
tary; and Mr. James Gear of New York, Treasurer. Perma- 
Rent headquarters have been established in the United Charities 
Building, 289 Fourth Avenue, where all communications ad- 
dressed to the Secretary will meet with prompt response. 

The Union is now ready to begin work. To that end it is 


necessary to provide money. Large sums are necessary to con- 
dact an effective campaign to bring light out of darkness and 
to counteract the secret influences at work on the part of the 
enemy of the United States. Every one can help. The annual 
dues of membership are $1 or more, sustaining members pay 
$10 or more annually, and life members are enrolled on payment 
of $100 or more, 

The Union does not intend to usurp the place of any perma- 
nently organized patriotic organizations, and it has been made 
broad enough in principle to embrace not only Americans of 
German, but Irish, Hungarian, Jewish, Swedish, Spanish, and 
other racial origin, and to form a grand clearing-house for all 
loyal American citizens who are interested in seeing a stop put 
to the spread of English: influence in American affairs and the 
conduct of our international policies on such a plane as will 
redound to the honor, and not to the humiliation, of all true 
Americans. 
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IRELAND’S CHANT OF HATE 
By Charles J. O'Neill 


(By this time Lissauer's "Chant of Hate” is known all over the world. The German poet gave vigorous utterance to the 
prevailing sentiment against England in Germany. Ireland no less than her Teutonic sister has cause to hate the terrible tyranny 
of Great Britain. The following poem expresses the intense feeling entertained by the majority of the Irish towards the “mother 
country.” The English newspapers announce with blond hypocrisy their astonishment at this open confession of hate on the part 
of the Germans and Irish. Nevertheless no poem ever written contains so much malice, spite and hatred as William Watson's 


“Funeral March for Kaiser William 11," which first appeared in the “Nineteenth Century.” Besides these attributes it ts con- 


spicuous for its cheapness of thought, dullness of expression and for its downright stupid 


by the fact that his brother in. Ireland joined the recruits of Lord Kitchener.) 


ore CURZON'S Chant of Hate we've 
seen, 
And this is oure—to show our spleen; 
We bate the Red, we love the Green, 
Here's Ircland's Chant of Hate. 


For each of ours you lead away. 

Betrayed and fooled, we hope and pray, 

A host of yours shall fall each day 
Outside the German's gate. 


For seven hundred tortured years, 

Through seas of blood and lakes of tears, 

And hunger's pain and traitor's jeers, 
Deep smouldering fires of hate 


Have festered wounds that will not heal 
Of Ireton’s brand and Cromwell's heel, 
And Scottish Borderers’ eager steel, 
Oh, God, how can we wait? 
For Emmett’s life, with God we plead, 
To lay beneath the blood-soaked mead 
Ten thousand of your mongrel breed, 
To feed the cleaner worms. 
O'Connell's ghost shall haunt your sleep, 
And Wolfe Tone's spirit groan and weep, 
And Dwyer’s spectre nightly creep 
Across your shivering forms, 
The butchered babes and ravished maids 
And martyred men—their restless shades 


Mr. O'Neill's poem was inspired 


Shall dance to music of the spades 
That dig your million graves. 
May shrapnel fall and crush your brains, 
And blood clog up the English drains, 
And none be left to forge new chains 
To hold your struggling slaves. 
We thank our God your day is here, 
Your pinhead ruler, pale with fear, 
Shall in his London palace hear 
The German at his gate. 
We wish in lowest pits of Hell, 
Where Borderers’ screaming spirits dwell, 
Your “Holy Innocents” as well— 
That’s Ireland’s Chant of Hate. 


THE GERMAN UNIVERSITY LEAGUE 


ANY efforts have been made in many 

directions to co-operate in these seri- 

ous times for the purposes of strengthening 

the regard for the Germans and for their 

aims and ideals to secure for them fair 
play and proper appreciation. 

Probably no more promising organiza- 
tion has resulted from these efforts than 
the German University League. Former 
students of German Universities in Ger- 
many and Austria-Hungary, a large num- 
ber of them native Americans, have estab- 
fished this League in order to have a well 
organized centre for such students in the 
United States, 

In addition to the officers: 

Max R. Hein, President; 
Dr. F. Zimmermann, Ist Vice-Presi- 
dei 


Dr. Henry R. Krause, 2nd Vice-Presi- 
dent; 

Dr. J. Heckmann, Treasurer; 

H. C. A. Seebohm, Asst. Treasurer; 

Dr. Hugo Kirbach, Recording Secre- 


tary; 
there are such well known names among 
the organizers as: 

Professor J. Brace Chittenden, 

Professor Virgil Coblentz, 

Dr. W. Freudenthal, President 

Deutsche Medizinische Ges, 

Professor Thos. C. Hall, 

Dr. Albert J. W. Kern, 

Dr. King, 

Gustav Lindenthal, 

B. Herman Ridder, 

Professor W. W. Rockwell, 

Carl L. Schurz, 


Dr. Hugo Schweitzer, ex-President 
Chemists’ Club, 
Professor W. R. Shepherd, 
and others, 

These men thought it the duty of them- 
selves and all those who have enjoyed the 
privilege of a German University educa- 
tion, to unite and take the lead in spreading 
the truth and an understanding of German 
aims, They felt very strongly that such 
an understanding must contribute towards 
the earlier establishment of just peace, 
which is the desire of all nations. 

‘They also felt that they ought to exert 
such influence as they could to hasten the 
day, when all nations would again be 
joined in peaceful pursuits and the con- 
structive endeavors of our common hu- 
manity, 


- AUSTRIA-HUNGARY AND THE WAR 


By Ernest Ludwig 


(J. S. Ogilvie & Co, New York, Price $1.10 Postpaid, through Tae FATHERLAND.) 


FTER having endured more or less 

patiently the wealth of sentiment 
which the romancers of the Anglo-Amer- 
ican press have lavished on us for the sake 
of "poor little Servia,” it is indeed refresh- 
ing to descend from the realm of fiction 
to plain scientific statements of the rela- 
tions between Austria-Hungary and the 
little Balkan States. “Austria-Hungary 
and the War,” by the I. and R. Consul for 
Austria-Hungary, stationed at Cleveland, 
Ohio, makes its appeal to those Americans 
who still have respect for facts and logic; 
the author presents us a formidable array 


of facts probably accessible only to one in 
his position, and if there is any mistake in 
his reasoning on these facts I have been 
unable so far to discover it. 


Throughout the book Mr. Ludwig has 
striven to bring the problems of Austria- 
Hungary home to Americans by analogies 
taken from our own political life, so that 
one finds oneself, as one reads the book, 
able easily to assume the neutral position, 
in which we sce the problems of the dual 
monarchy “from the point of view of those 
who believe that she has the right to ex- 


ist, not from the point of view of those 
who believe she should be destroyed.” 
Among the many interesting features of 
the book are the details of the trial of the 
conspirators of Serajevo, and a careful de- 
scription of the Russian propaganda in the 
Balkans aimed persistently throughout 2 
long series of years at the destruction of 
the dual monarchy. It is a powerful pre- 
sentation of the cause of Austria-Hungary 
in the present struggle. 
‘Hersent C. SANBORN, 
Vanderbilt University. 
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ENGLAND, RUSSIA, AND DRINK 
By Dr. Edmund von Mach 


w E are fighting Germany, Austria and drink, and so far 

as I can see the greatest of these three deadly foes is 
drink,” said David Lloyd George, the English Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, on March 29, in his reply to a deputation of the Ship- 
building Employers Federation. 


Much as some Americans have wished to see Germany por- 
trayed as the deadliest foe of England and mankind, the above 
quotation is acceptable news to many, for there are large classes 
of people here who look upon drink as the deadliest foe of 
mankind. 


To a certain extent they are right, for, given a temptation 
and individuals of such weakness of character that they cannot 
resist it, and defeat becomes inevitable. From this point of 
view Mr. Lloyd George's pronunciamento deserves closer seru- 
tiny, for without wishing to be unfair to England, the conclusion 
is apparent. The average Englishman has insufficient strength 
of character to resist the temptation of drink. Drink in this 
sense implies, of course, drink to the extent of interfering with 
the exercise of one's duties. Visitors to England in recent years 
have been well aware of the fact that shameful drunkenness 
was prevalent among the English lower classes. And what dis- 
gusted most people was that drunken women, too, were no un- 
usual spectacle on the streets, especially of London, Liverpool, 
and other large cities. But few have realized that even the 
more skilled laborers, who in America and Germany form the 
most self-respecting classes of their communities, have fallen in 
England a prey to the vice of drink. This has, moreover, hap- 
pened to such an extent that it would be incredible, if the facts 
had not been given by Lloyd George himself, Here are some 
of them. 


In one shipbuilding yard the riveters have been working on 
the average only forty hours a week, and in another yard only 
thirty-six hours. 

In a third yard, a battleship coming in for immediate repairs 
was delayed a whole day through the absence of riveters, who 
were drinking and carousing! 

Such neglect of duty, such lack of a sense of responsibility 
at a time when one’s country is in danger, is utterly incompre- 
hensible ia a people whom the world has been pleased to judge 
by the moral perfection professed by their leading men. It 
implies a low state of national education. The proposed legisla 
tion and resulting prohibition may alleviate its manifestation, 
but it cannot deprive the world of the insight into the British 
character which the need for such laws has revealed. 


In Russia, too, drastic prohibition laws have become neces- 
sary, nor was this astonishing in a country where the average 
education is avowedly low. It will, however, be a rude shock 
to the friends of England, to learn that England and Russia are 
on the same level as regards the needs of restrictive laws to 
ensure the patric performance of the necessary work. 


What a contrast with Germany! There no driving is neces- 
sary. From the highest to the lowest, everybody has placed 
himself and his whole force cheerfully, almost passionately, in 
the service of the state. Duty is the shining constellation on 
the firmament of German thought, and the general education of 
the German people bas enabled all to “hitch their wagons to this 


liberties, and does not know what duty means. He realizes the 
necessity for work, but he works only for himself and only to 
subsist. He is ground down and has lost his pride. “Why 
should I enlist," a husky fellow replied to an inquisitive Amer- 
ican, “I am not going to fight for Belgium.” “But your own 
country may be in danger,” he was told. "Ab, well,” he re- 
plied, “Til not be any the worse off under William.” 


Americans who have not been in England cannot understand 
such a spirit. They are told England is a free country, and 
that our own institutions are borrowed from England. They 
are, but there has been added to them the dash of independence 
which was innate in the fathers and found expression in the 
revolution, Also some strong lovers of real freedom from the 
continent of Europe have been absorbed by the American peo- 
ple. The English political cuisine has never been able to flavor 
its dishes with any such spices. Privilege has ruled England 
for years, and the chasm between those who have and those who 
never will have yawns deeper there than anywhere except in 
Russia, When a man has lost'all pride in living and feels that 
even the ruin of his country does not touch him, because he is 
so badly off that no “worse” is possible, then indeed he has 
sunk to the lowest imaginable level. Then the word “freedom” 
has become a mockery! 


Such conditions, however, are only possible where the educa- 
tion of the masses has been neglected, as has been the case in 
England, and where no sense of duty has toned up the general 
character of the people. In England the gulf between the small 
upper crust who delight in bearing the “white man's burden,” 
and the huge majority who usually do the work is so great, that 
not even this war has been able to bridge it. 


If England loses, all this will be changed. Sir Edward Grey 
and his coterie of friends will be swept from office. Privilege 
will cease, and opportunity and duty will make their entrance, 
for without them England will be unable to maintain herself, 
If England wins, privilege will be more firmly established than 
before. Is it astonishing, therefore, if the advocates of privilege 
everywhere intuitively feel the need of an English victory? 
Wipe it out in England, and its counterpart in America will 
disappear. This is the reason why John P. Morgan and most 
high financiers pray for the defeat of Germany, and why the 
Bethlehem works and thousands of factories turn out shrapnel 
and other munitions of war. Every American cartridge that 
kills a German youth is sped by the wishes of a privileged manu- 
facturer that another American workingman may suffer so much 
the longer the yoke of unjust privilege. 


Germany will win, not because she has the best guns, or the 
best generals, but because she has the best common soldiers. 
Russia had to decree prohibition; England knows she ought to 
do the same, but does not quite dare to do Germany, how- 
ever, has no need of thus infringing the individual liberty of 
her sons. They are educated; their characters are strong; they 
are proud of their duties and do not abuse their liberties. And 
it is to help the oligarchy of England and the autocracy of 
Russia that America continues the murderous traffic in arms. 
Let every American who, like the Germans, is proud of his 
duties, resolve that this traffic must cease. If it continues until 
after the war, America will forever hang her head in shame. 


Americans, if you love your country, bestir yourselves and do 
your duty! 
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Fair Play for 
Germany and Austria-Hungary 


Edited by 
GEORGE SYLVESTER VIERECK 
FREDERICK F. SCHRADER 


STOP THE SHIPMENT OF ARMS, 
SAYS THE POPE 
m ORK unceasingly and disinterestedly for 

W peace, to the end that this terrible carnage 
and all its attendant horrors and miseries may soon 
cease. 

“Through this, your country and your press will be 
rendering service to God, to the world, to humanity, 
the thought and memory of which will live through 
ages to come. 

“If your country avoids everything that might 
prolong this struggle of nation against nation, in 
which the blood of hundreds of thousands is being 
shed and misery untold inflicted, then can America, 
by its greatness and its influence, contribute much 
toward the rapid ending of this terrible war.” 

This is the message of the Holy Father through Karl 
H. von. Wiegand to the American people, How many 
Catholics are employed in the Bethlehem Steel Works, 
in the Dupont Powder Mills, in the works of the Rem- 
ington and the Winchester Arms Companies? How 
many Catholics are willing, in the face of this appeal by 
the Supreme head of the Church, to aid in manufactur- 
ing the wherewithal for the prolongation of war? 


GERMANS DO NOT SURRENDER 
HEN the French commander in the battle for the 
possession of Steinbach, in Upper Alsace, sent 
word to a German force that it was surrounded, and 
demanding its surrender, the reply he received was: 
"The Emperor's troops are ready to die; but to surren- 
der, never!" And this dispatch comes from Paris. The 
only wonder is that the British censor passed it. 


LOSING GRIP 

OHN BULL has lost his grip—not his grip on the 
J cables, but his grip on himself—or he would not 
threaten to introduce prohibition. That is one of the first 
measures of a government in fear of a revolution, The 
demand of the Labor party for peace and its censure of 
the policy that has provoked a world war for the benefit 
of Russia will give Sir Edward Grey no less worry than 
the ever-tightening circle of Germany's submarines, 

The New York World recently congratulated Sir Ed- 
ward Grey on having “jockeyed” Germany into a position 
where she seems the aggressor, The English working- 
man whose life is the stake in this game evidently takes 
a different view of the matter, 

The New York World, too, seems to be losing its grip, 
or it would not attempt to enact at the same time the 
rôle of an American pacifist and an English jingo. 
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COUNT VON BERNSTORFF'S NOTE 

HEN Mr. Bryan discovered the note of the Ger- 

man Government asking for an embargo on arms 

in the morning papers Mr. Bryan was surprised. Mr. 
Bryan is always surprised. The fact that so important 
a document should have been pigeonholed for eight days 
in the files of our slovenly State Department without be» 
ing called to the attention of President Wilson demon- 
strates Mr. Bryan’s scandalous incapacity for public 
office, The note but feebly reflects the opinions of many 
patriotic Americans. It is shameful that the representa- 
tive of a foreign government should be compelled to point 
out to the frivolous politicians in Washington, toying 
with jobs while history is in the making, the clear path 
of duty. Our sole quarrel with Count Von Bernstorff is 
that his note should have been so long delayed. The only 
fault we find with his protest is its extreme moderation. 


A TIP ON T. R. 
M* ROOSEVELT isn’t the great man he used to 
be, He never was. 


COMING EVENTS CAST THEIR SHADOWS 
i BEFORE 


THE PRESIDENT CAPITULATES TO ENGLAND 

“There is no truth in the rumor that the files of the State Department 
have been removed to London. The statement that Mr. Bryan will henee- 
forth report to Mr. Asquith instead of the President is grossly exaggerated. 
The administrative offices of the Government will remain in Ws 

D. C.; it is merely the foreign policy of the United States that is dictated 
in Downing Street."—From the International for March, 1914. 


NNI in a vein of irony the editorial quoted 

above first appeared over a year ago. Of course, 
it scemed at that time impossible that any American 
official could become so subservient and servile in real- 
ity as Mr. Bryan now actually is. But what was said 
in jest then has to-day become an absolute fact. 

The editorial in the International was evoked by the 
astounding surrender of the Panama Canal to Great 
Britain through the kindness and courtesy of President 
Wilson. To reciprocate for this thoughtfulness the Brit- 
ish Ambassador has to-day very generously taken upon 
his shoulders the work of the United States Department 
of State. For it is a truth that when American shippers 
apply to Mr. Bryan for advice in regard to shipping 
merchandise to Europe they are told to see the British 
Ambassador. This individual then decides what course 
must be taken by the American merchant.. Moreover, 
the British Ambassador then instructs "our State De- 
partment” just what to cable abroad. And Mr. Bryan 
obeys with alacrity. 

So complete a loss of self-respect would not be pos- 
sible even on the part of an obscure Balkan State. That 
the present Secretary of State should act in this manner 
does not, however, surprise neutral Americans. It was 
obvious from the very beginning of hostilities that the 
Administration took for granted that England’s foe was 
also our enemy and that our attitude towards Germany 
should be one of thinly veiled hostility. 

Mr. Wilson utters generalities and solemn professions 
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of neutrality in his addresses, but whenever it comes to 
a definite test he and his government invariably go out 
of their way to help the Allies and to harm Germany 
and Austria-Hungary, Would Mr. Bryan advise Amer- 
ican shippers to first see the German and Austro-Hun- 
garian Ambassadors before the State Department would 
give them permission to do business with Europe? 

The American people are at peace with the world. But 
the Administration and the American Bureaucracy and 
the American press are fighting against the Teutonic 
Allies, 

The Odenwald incident at San Juan is peculiarly char- 
acteristic of our malignant conception of neutrality. The 
Odenwald, in an American harbor, after a short stay, 
asked for her clearance papers. It was absolutely nec- 
essary for her to get these papers promptly, because a 
whole fleet of British cruisers were scouring the seas 
near-by in search of her. But for some mysterious rea- 
son these papers were held up by the American official 
in charge. Whereupon, the captain of the Odenwald, 
knowing the extreme danger which menaced him, de- 
termined to sail, clearance papers or not. He was im- 
mediately hailed; his ship was fired upon from the 
American fort for all the world as though we had been at 
war with Germany. From time immemorial it has been 
the custom in such cases to first fire a blank shot. In 
this case, however, solid shot was used at once and only 
the fortunate incompetence of the American gunners 
prevented the loss of life. Now the great questions in 
the whole business are these: Why were the American 
officials so anxious to delay the sailing of the Odenwald, 
when they very well knew that each moment was pre- 
cious and that it was a matter of life and death for the 
German ship to linger in the harbor of San Juan, and 
why were they so zealous as to fire solid shot at the ship 
flying the German colors? One feels pretty certain that 
if conditions were reversed and the Odenwald were a 
British vessel, she would have received her papers with 
the greatest dispatch and consideration. 

‘There are two British Ambassadors at Washington: 
One is Mr. Spring-Rice and the other is Mr. William 
Jennings Bryan. It is needless to say that Mr. Spring- 
Rice is the abler of the two, but surely Mr. Bryan is the 
most willing and the cheapest. 


APROPOS OF MAURICE LEON 
UF to the time that we showed him up and stated where he 
came from, how long in the country and what his direct 
interest in the war, Mr. Maurice Leon attracted the attention 
of many people who did not know that he is a native of Beiru 
Syria, aad komigrated to the United States in 1994, The revela- 
tion came as a cruel blow to his sensitive Syrian heart, for he 
began to pester Tare Faritertaxp with complaining communica- 
tions which were considerately consigned to the waste basket. 
Since then he has not monopolized so much space in Lord 
Northelies organs hereabouts, as his influence in behalf of 
the Allies was considerably impaired by the news that he was 
in the employ of the French government. But in spite of this 
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THE CARTOON OF THE WEEK 


From UD. 
"I am not an ordinary cutthroat. I am a British 
diplomat.” 
. de C. Findlay, the British Minister to Norway, re- 
cently offered a reward of $25,000 for the murder of Sir 
Roger Casement, the Irish patriot. A facsimile of the letter 
containing his offer with the story of the entire plot can be 
procured through Tue FArHERLAND. The history of this con- 
spiracy deserves the widest publication. Tms FATHERLAND 
Pill send five copies of this leaflet to any address for Ten 
ents. 


handicap he has finally succeeded in getting a communication 
printed alongside of “Justice,” "An Old Reader" “Fair Play,” 
and Poulteney Bigelow, in which he categorically demands that 
Dr. Bernhard Dernburg be expelled from the country for 
standing up for Germany and Austria-Hungary. 

We sincerely trust that Dr. Dernburg will not be in a hurry 
to pack his trunks on the strength of Maurice Leon's protest. 
Nobody now takes Leon seriously. Besides, we are hearing so 
much from Col. George Harvey, Emiline Pankhurst, French 
professors in Columbia and other Anglo-Saxon and Franco- 
American hyphenates, and we are having Sir Arthur Spring-Rice 
in the State Department, that we rejoice for a change in a man 
of Dr. Dernburg’s ability, representing a point of view which is 
a relief from that of the tiresome tribe of Anglomaniacs and 
Russophile camp followers who are trying to raise the stand- 
ard of St. George in this country. And on sober second thought 
we have no doubt Mr. Leon will grant Dr. Dernburg the courtesy 
of postponing his departure until after the war, as it would be 
exceedingly inconvenient for the doctor to be caught on the 
high seas by Mr. Leon’s confederates. 

"We speak of our Syrian friend thus in good nature, as we 
recognize his unlimited ability to contribute to the gayety of 
nations, and hope he may long continue to thrive as the uncon- 
scious focus of current amusements. 


12 THE FATHERLAND 


JUST PUBLISHED—A New Book by Professor Munsterberg 


“The War and America,” by Hugo Münsterberg, was not only 
the first book on the European War to appear in this country, but 


also one of the most popular and most widely 4 


discussed. 
The Peace and America 


in a new book on the War by the same author—a continuation of his 
passionate and eloquent plea for real neutrality on the part of America 
in order that we may be able to play the role of peacemaker when 
the time for peace arrives, J 

But it is a work on which he has been able to put more time and con- 
sequently more care than on hig earlier work. The reports of German 
turpitude and brutality with which we were fed in the early days of 
the war by hostile cables and a biasedor at least careless and gullible 
press, were so absurd and unfair that a defence of some sort was 
ceded at once and had to be made without delay, Coneequenly, 
“The War and America,” while it helped to stem the unjust anti- 
German tide, could not presentall the arguments and evidence which 
might have been presented and which are presented in this later and 
less hurried work. Go to the nearest bookstore NOW and get a copy 
of this remarkable book. 


Bound in cloth $1.00 net By mail, $1.12 
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NEWS FROM GERMANY 
By Louis Viereck, Berlin Corre- 
spondent 


The Theatre of War in Polond. 


MILITARY expert graphically depicts 
that theatre where now the first great 
and decisive scene is enacted. 

Segrshe or Zgersk is situated where the 
River Bug flows into the Vistula. Segrshe 
together with Warsaw and Novo Georgi- 
jewsk forms a triangle; all three places are 
fortified. The Russian main line, generally 
known as the “fortified Narew line,” be- 
gins in the West with the above triangle. 
The Russian front is first of all formed by 
the lower Bug, and only from Serock the 
Narew is used as a “front defense” as far 
as Lomza, where the Bober empties its 
waters. Ossowiecz, the eastern military 
base, is situated on the Bober. The "Narew 
Line" then runs along the Bober to the 
fortified Niemen line along which the 
fortresses of Kowna, Olita, Meretsch and 
Grodno are situated. Grodno joins both 
sections of the line, Here the direction 
changes. The Narew line runs from S. W. 
to N. E. and the Niemen fine from S. to 
N. Both lines run parallel to the East 
Prussian border, and surround it in a semi- 
circle, On an average the Narew-Bug is 
160-230 metres broad, the depth varies. 
The valley itself is 2% to 10 km. broad. 
The river course is surrounded by swampy 
fields which, more particularly in the up- 
per course, extend very far, so that the 
valley can only be crossed on few roads 
by every kind of troop, All these roads 
are fortified. Segrshe, Serock, Pultusk, 
Roshan, Ostrolenka, Lomza, and Osso- 
wiecz are other smaller fortresses. They 
protect all river fords and thus put extra- 
ordinary obstacles in the way of Hinden- 
burg, who wants to attack the big Russian 
field army. 

But Warsaw, which is encircled by 20 de- 
tached forts, is the real centre of the whole 
Vistula-Narew-Niemen defense line. The 
forts cover extensive ground and are 
strengthened by their position amid the 
Vistuta swamps, but are not modern forti- 
fications. But Warsaw is a mighty strong- 
hold against a German assault; it forms 
one corner of the huge triangular fortifica- 
tion, the two other corners being Zgersk 
and Novo Georgijewsk. Warsaw's forti- 
fied area has a circumference of 50 kilo- 
metres, but the strongly fortified triangle 
extends over 130 kilometres. Warsaw is 
well provided with artillery, vin: 1400 
guns and 15,000 men for the protection of 
the fortress. The present garrison will 
even be larger, whereas the guns have 
partly been withdrawn for use in the 
pitched battle. Warsaw is of great military 
importance since it is the centre of one of 
the three big Russian military dist 
along the Russian Western border; in 
times of peace five army corps are sta- 
tioned here. Warsaw commands the Vis- 
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tula, and forms the junction of the prin-| 
cipal Russian railways, It has a direct 
railway service with the other great Rus-| 
sian fortresses. Important for example is 
the railway line, Warsaw-Bialystok-Grod- 
no; also the railway line, Warsaw-Ivango- 
rod-Lublin. There are further railway 
ramifications from Warsaw to Galicia and 
Germany. So the capital of Poland is of 
considerable value since it safeguards the 
movements of the Russian reinforcements, 
So far it is not known if between the 
above permanent military bases there are 
other temporary fortifications which have 
been erected during the war. The Rus- 
sians have a predilection for earthworks, 
and are careful to fortify their positions! 
in good time even if they are situated be- 
hind the front of the fighting troops. 
‘Therefore, the existence of extensive forti- 
fications is probable, moreover, the fortified 
Narew line is most important as a flank 
protection for all communications between 
the Vistula and the interior of Russia) We. 
little know in what condition the various 
fortifications are. Anyhow, they have no 
armor turrets, and chiefly consist of open 
earthworks, But events have proved that 
such fortifications have a great power of 
resistance, and can hold out even against 
a long bombardment of heavy artillery, 
Only toward the end of the last century 
the city of Grodno was temporarily forti- 
fied, and forms a double barbican of nine 
kilometres diameter, surrounded by seven 
earthworks, About the other fortifications 
no, precise information is at hand. In the 
battles which have been fought on the 
Vistula and Narew banks since the last 
week in February the Russians had the 
extraordinary advantage of the "inner line" 
which is excellently fortified by strategical 
railways. Hence they can indulge in suc- 
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cessful sorties and enjoy temporary suc- 
cesses. The attacks of the Germans take 
place under the most difficult circum- 
stances. In the long run, however, the 
Russians will not be able to make a stand 
against Hindenburg's strategy. With a 
desperate determination they try to defend 
their Dniester position against the threat- 
‘ened encircling of their left wing. Should 
the Austrians and the co-operating “South- 
ern German army” succeed in breaking 
through the Russian defensive line in this 
place, then the long Vistula-Narew defense 
line will be threatened from the rear. 


THE LORD OF THE SEA 
HE World an’ ‘is Wife" ?—The filthy 
swine! — 
The World an’ ‘is Wife”!—What's 'e? 
What’s the good of a world, or the good 
of a wench, 
That'll not fetch an’ carry for me? 


H'T'm ‘oly, quite 'oly !—The filthy swinel— 
Though H'Tve licked h'up "is sea an’ 'is 
hand, 
HiT'm Wa glutton for peace, when H'I 'ave 
ll "e ‘ad, 
Arf the beggar eats h'out o' my ‘and. 


Else, H'TII lash ‘is bare back/—The filthy 
swine |— 
HTI break 
deep 
H'TI fog the bleedin’ fesh from 'is soul, 
Till 'e bally well crawls to me! 


"is. proud ‘eart!—You'll 


H'I warned 
swinelI— 
Never step near the shadow o' mef 
H'Tm a ‘oly an’ 'ypocrite thug an’ h'a 
thief — 
But, H'T've kingdoms far over my sea! 


‘im full welll—The filthy 


"E worked 
swinel— 
"E worked at ‘is forge, an' 'e seung! 
'E smiled, too—the swine—an' 'e bared 
arm, whilst 
H'Over my seas ‘is anvil rawng! 


at tis books!—The filthy 


"E smiled HT 
swinel— 
E tried to make friend o' me! 
‘An’ ‘is wench, she sawng to ‘er brats an’ 
‘er loom 


‘Whiles ‘is anvil rawng over my seal 


itl— The filthy 


say 


H'I warned ‘im again!—The filthy swine!— 
Never clangor "is anvil at me! 

Nor fashion l'a sickle, h'a needle, or toy!— 
H'I 'ad kingdoms far over my sea! 


"H'Tm H'Inglan'!" H'I says to the filthy 
swine, 
"m. H’Inglan’, the lord o' the sea! 
“The bleedin’ fools—their creeds, their 
schools— 
“They Wall fetch an’ carry for me!” 
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"E smiled no more!—The filthy swine!— 
'E turned "is grimed face to the sun? 

'E bared ‘is breast, an' 'is song ran 'igh— 
‘The beggar was forgin’ h'a gun! 


H'a _gun!—H'l say it!—The filthy swine! 
H'a gun!—For the swine that's 'ej— 
An’ me singin’ ’ymns to the 'cathen that 

rage 
H'In my kingdoms far ovet my sea! 


Now, 'e says 'e must live!—The filthy 
swine!— 
"E says "e must fight to win! 
"E says H’I'm the Awss—the silly, scared 
Awss!— 
‘That brayed from the Lion’s skin! 


"The World an’ ‘is Wife?’—The filthy 
swine!— 
“Im!—Live without leave o' mef— 
Come! 'Elp flog the bleedin’ flesh from "is. 
soul! 
H'Tm the bloody H'Old Man o' the Seal 
Juan Brit Taurus. 
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